Thyroid function in children after cytostatic treatment for acute leukemia.
Sixty-one children were examined for thyroid dysfunction as an adverse late effect after cessation of antileukemic treatment. The aim of the study was to contribute to clarifying which types of therapy can cause this endocrine disorder. Our treatment protocols do not include cranial irradiation as CNS prophylaxis, but we give relatively intensive intrathecal methotrexate treatment. The results indicate that this cytostatic regimen alone does not cause thyroid dysfunction as an adverse late effect.